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Charles Wesley Priest
[image: image4.jpg]SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY AND ITS ARTISTS

THE MouNT HoLLy CoMMUNITY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
H0STS LOCAL ARTISTS & ARTISANS
W0 WILL DISPLAY THEIR ART & CRAFTWORK
Friday August 1st
Wine and Cheese Reception
6 to 8 p.m.
Saturday August 2nd
and Sunday August 3rd
Noon to 4 p.m.



1843-1932

 If there is one person whose life best portrays the spirit of Mount Holly, that person would be Charles Wesley Priest. He was born on the family’s farm just south of Mechanicsville Village in 1843, one of the youngest children of Ethan Priest and Hannah Dawley. His grandfather, Perry Green Dawley Junior, was the first male child born in Jackson’s Gore in 1783. His family touched our town’s history before we were a state, and Charles transcended more than 250 years of our family history. He knew his father’s mother who died in 1856 at the age of 94, and when Charles died in 1932, he had three generations of nieces and nephews. He had more than 200 in the area, and was known to all as “Uncle Wesley.” 
My father, Allen Devereux, and his distant cousin, Raymond Dana who just turned 90 years old, remember Uncle Wesley as an elderly, white-bearded man who led the Decoration Day parade from the one-room schoolhouse at the north end of Belmont Village to the large cemetery where Uncle Wesley would conduct a ceremony to honor the local Civil War veterans. He was one of the last Civil war veterans to die from our town, and wanted to keep the memory of their service alive. After the ceremony, everyone, including the town’s 
people, would move across the street to his house to pose for a photograph. Many of these large photographs are now in the museum collection. 
In his lifetime, Charles Wesley Priest witnessed the our nation’s Civil War, the changeover from water-powered mills to steam power, the invention of the telephone, electricity, radio, automobile, airplane and locally,  the building of the railroad, the creation and closing of the Chase Toy Factory and the transformation to the tourist industry which included the village name change to Belmont
Charles entered Company “I” of the Second Vermont Volunteer Regiment just as his older brothers had joined earlier. He went in as a replacement in August 1864 for the returning injured soldiers. Both of his brothers had returned in June with injuries. He was wounded himself at the Battle of Cedar Creek in October. He purchased the general store in the late 1870s, and served as postmaster. He also represented the town in the state legislature for one term and was president of the Mechanicsville Cemetery Association. He and his wife Hattie, had no children of their own, but they made sure all children were provided for. The historical museum has possession of many artifacts once owned by them in our collection: including many family photographs, an early Victrola with lots of records, and his Post Office sign that is shown in photos from about 1880. Because of Charles Wesley Priest, we have a better understanding about the history of our community.
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Education Committee News
 The Mount Holly Historical Museum has educational programs for grades K – 6. The sixth grade visited the museum in the fall for their program of “Making a Living in Mount Holly.” The program also includes a delicious trip to the Crowley Cheese Factory. The third grade also visits the museum in the fall for a museum hunt focusing on old farm and home tools. All the classes except the sixth grade visit the museum in the spring for their educational programs.

The Kindergarten program is about the Chase Toy Factory.  The first grade program is about the history of schools in Mount Holly. The second grade program is about the history of farming in Mount Holly. The third grade program is about the railroad and the discovery of the mammoth. The fourth grade program is about the work of the farm wife.  The fifth grade program, about  cemeteries, focuses on the different types of head and foot stones as well as the symbols found on stones. The children help clean up the leaves and plant flowers in the town's oldest cemetery for community service as part of the program.

 This is the fourteenth  year  of our writing and art contest for children in grades 3- 6. The winners will present their pieces at a program in the museum this summer. 

Special thanks to the hard working education committee; Maggie Blane, Lynne Anderson and Pat LaBella for helping deliver the programs. 

Judy Nevin, Education Chair
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The Mount Holly Community Historical Museum will hold it's Biennial Artfest. We will again recognize the many talented Artists and Craftspeople, of Mount Holly, with an Exhibit and sale at the Perkins House in Belmont. Please join us to view our exhibit and support our Historical Museum as well as our Artists. 

We will open the event with a Wine and Cheese Reception on Friday evening, August 1st from 6-8 p.m. Art and Crafts will be available for purchase on Saturday and Sunday, August 2nd and 3rd from 12-4 p.m.

Vermont State Fossil Report

Testimony to the General, Housing, and Military Affairs Committee in support of the Mount Holly mammoth fossils on February 15th, 2013 by State Representative Dennis Devereux from Mount Holly.  

 I am Rep. Dennis Devereux from Mount Holly, and am here as the  Mount Holly historian to speak about H.188, which ask you to consider naming our mammoth tusk and tooth the state’s co-fossil along with the Charlotte Whale. The whale was adopted in 1993 as our state’s fossil. I hope you agree that while the whale is also a mammal, it likely got confused in the St. Lawrence River area, and ended up grounded on the shore of Lake Champlain. I am asking you will change the whale to our marine fossil, and adopt our mammoth fossils as the terrestrial, which means "on land".   

In the summer of 1848 while digging down to bedrock in a swampy area, a crew discovered the mammoth tusk and tooth. Not knowing what to do with their find, the fossils were given to the University of Vermont. The workmen filled in the area so the rail bed could be completed. Other crews were building sections that headed northwest out of Ludlow, and southeast from Burlington. In December, 1849 a ceremony was held to drive the last spike to complete the rail line from Burlington to Boston. It took place not far from where the fossils were found. The story goes that the mayors of both cities brought water from Lake Champlain and Boston Harbor which was poured onto the front of the engine’s cow catchers, and they proceeded to drink rum.  

Our historical society board borrowed the fossils for our towns’ Bicentennial celebration in 1992, and they are now on permanent loan to our Mount Holly Community Historical Museum, located in Belmont Village, where they are proudly displayed. There are plans to erect a State Historic Site Marker to commemorate finding the fossils, being named our state’s terrestrial fossil, and the ceremony that marked the driving of the last spike.

2014
   MUSEUM SUMMER SCHEDULE        2014
Museum Open Each Weekend during July and August ~ Saturdays Noon to 2 pm and Sundays 2 to 4 pm               
Note Additional Special Times on Calendar.     
Friday, July 4th Open for browsing before and after the parade, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, July 5th Open for browsing, noon to 2 p.m.
Sunday, July 6th Open for browsing, 2 to 4 p.m.

Saturday, July 12th Open for browsing, noon to 2 p.m.                                               

Sunday, July 13th   Open for browsing, 2 to 4 p.m.                                               
Tuesday, July 15th  Annual Meeting...Pot Luck Dinner 6 p.m. at the Odd Fellows Hall in Belmont Program to Follow  The Civilian Conservation Corps in Vermont presented by Judith Edwards
Saturday, July 19th 1840-1849  History Talk by Dennis Devereux 1 p.m.
Sunday, July 20th  Open for browsing, 2 to 4 p.m.
Saturday, July 26th Open for browsing, noon to 2 p.m. 

Sunday, July 27th   Open for browsing, 2 to 4 p.m.
Friday, August 1st  “ARTFEST”  Wine and Cheese Reception at Perkins House 6 to 8 p.m.
Saturday, August 2nd  “ARTFEST”  Purchase Artwork by Renowned Local Artists Noon to 4 p.m.  
Sunday, August 3rd    “ARTFEST”   Purchase Artwork by Renowned Local Artists Noon to 4 p.m.  
Saturday, August 9th  Open for browsing, noon to 2 p.m.
Sunday, August 10th  Open for browsing, 2 to 4 p.m.
Saturday, August 16th “FARMFEST”  Sheep Shearing, Demonstrations and More 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday, August 14th  Open for browsing, 2 to 4 p.m.
Saturday, August 23rd Open for browsing, noon to 2 p.m. 

Sunday, August 24th  Open for browsing, 2 to 4 p.m.
Saturday, August 30th, Baked Ham Fundraising Dinner at the Odd Fellows Hall  5 p.m.

Sunday, August 31st  Open for browsing, 2 to 4 p.m.


Annual Meeting Program
After the Annual Meeting and Pot Luck Dinner on July 15th, the museum will present an interactive talk by Judith Edwards, author of “Invasion on the Mountain", "Trouble on the Mountain” and “At The Top of the Mountain”. These books, the storyboards and artifacts she brings, will help you share the adventures of a boy of the 1930’s in the daily lives of the Civilian Conservation Corps in Vermont. 
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Festival of Lights
The Festival of Lights is a very successful fundraiser for the Museum. We are fortunate to have so many kind and generous donors and supporters of this event, which typically takes place in December. It's a wonderful and exciting way to begin the  Holiday  season. Local talented artisans, restaurants and businesses have been participating in this event for many years. The one of a kind beautifully decorated wreaths, which are locally produced, are always in demand, creative gift baskets and donated bid items for the auction are always greatly appreciated.

The monies raised help support and maintain the buildings, but more importantly it supports the educational programs to MT Holly Students and other local communities and schools. We sponsor and offer scholarships to students at Black River High School Senior Awards and donate to History Day. 

Festival of Lights 2014 details will be announced soon!

Thank you for your continued support.

Linda Guerrera and Doris Reiser

Festival of Lights Co-Chairs
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Richard Nye





The Museum Board would like to thank the estate of Richard Nye for the generous donation to the Museum.  Both Richard and his wife Pat befriended the Museum in the early days of the restorations.  Thanks to their early contributions great strides were quickly made to establish the Museum's goals of creating a fine community historical resource.  





With these estate funds the Museum can enhance its facilities and upgrade its displays.  We sincerely appreciate Richard Nye's thoughtful contribution to the future of the Museum. 





Visit our website  www.mounthollyvtmuseum.org for more event details


Like the museum on FACEBOOK








Decoration Day at The Priest House c1916


Charles Wesley Priest at far right
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